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EDITORIAL 


Pollyanna 


In The U.N.- 


Two of our daily newspapers recently carried on 
their front pages, in parallel columns, news items 
with the following headings: ‘Briton Pleased With 
Russia's Contradictory Attitude,” “Polish Diplomat 
Takes Refuge in This Country—To Devote Life 
to Exposing What Russia is Doing.” 


With every act of Russia proving her avowed 
policy of disruption, conquest and domination of 
the world, it makes one both heart-sick and frankly 
disgusted to hear of those who wishfully hope that 
we can do business with Russia and who see in some 


modification or temporary change in policy, an in- 


dication that Russia is changing her basic philosophy 
so that the Western world can hope to live in peace 
and harmony with her. 


This Journal will continue to mention from time 
to time the basic differences in Communism and 


those prevailing in the free world and to affirm that | 


these are the very antitheses, one of the other, and 
that there can be neither compromise nor extended 
truce between them. 


The grave danger to America now is interna- 
tional entanglements with other nations who do not 
or will not sense this danger and who will certainly 
drag us into a compromise if possible. 


Mr. Dulles recently made a speech, in which 
he stressed the moral absolutes inherent in our 
Christian philosophy and their valid place in na- 
tional and international politics. This speech was 
immediately assailed by Nehru and some of our 
British friends. ‘The question we face as a nation 
is whether we are to surrender the Christian prin- 
ciples on which our nation was founded, for the 
sake of supposed advantages to be had in alliances 


PAGE 2 


with nations who either never knew God or have 
left the God of their fathers. 

Qur nation’s future will be determined by 
whether we give precedence to expediency or to 
basic moral and spiritual principles. L.N.B. 


Some Reasons Why The 
Evangelical Believes In 


The Resurrection 


In speaking of the resurrection of our Lord to- 
day it is necessarily to speak of His bodily resur- 
rection. The reason for this is that there are those 
who have expressed their faith in the resurrection 
only to have it discovered that they are not aftirm- 
ing faith in the factual resurrection of our Lord, as 
recorded in the Scriptures, but in a “resurrection” 
which did not include His body and which is be- 
lieved in a “‘spiritual sense’’ only. Their affirma- 
tion of faith is actually the use of a term without 
giving to that term its rightful and only legitimate 
meaning—a procedure which in the business world 
would immediately be called deliberate evasion of 
truth. 

There is but one resurrection—the bodily resur- 
rection and it is the corner-stone of Christian doc- 
trine. It is one of the two fundamental truths of 
the Gospel, the other being His atoning death. 


Evangelical Christians believe in the bodily resur- 
rection of our Lord for a number of reasons and 
it helps us all to consider afresh some of these rea- 
sons, not only to strengthen our own faith but also 
to enable us to give a more assured witness to 
others. 


First of all, we believe in the bodily resurrection 
of our Lord because the Scriptures affirm this truth 
in clearest terms. It is mentioned at least one hun- 
dred and four times in the New ‘Testament and, 
with the spiritual insight given to us in this. record, 
we can see this great event implied also in the Old 
Testament. For the average Christian the Scrip- 
tural accounts are altogether sufficient. 
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We also believe in the bodily resurrection of our 
Lord because without it the crucifixion loses its 
meaning. The crucifixion of Christ on Calvary was 
not a mere miscarriage of Roman justice, nor was it 
the heroic death of a noble martyr. It was not an 
example or a sacrifice to an exalted ideal, designed 
to spur mankind on to greater efforts for himself 
and his fellow man. Rather it was a divine sacrifice 
ordained in the eternal counsel of God before the 
world began, a sacrifice for the sins of man, the 
only way by which the righteousness and justice of 
(god could be vindicated: and lost sinners be_ re- 
deemed into the family-of God. As Dr. Torrey has 
said: “Without the resurrection, the death of Christ 
was only an heroic death of a noble martyr. With 
the resurrection, it is the atoning death of the Son 
of God.” Sin brought death into the world and 
the atonement for sin must, of necessity, have 
brought life from death. 


Wee furthermore believe in the bodily resurrec- 
tion of our Lord because without it there ts no Gos- 
pel to preach, “lf Christ be not risen, then is our 
preaching vain and your faith is also vain,” says 
Paul and he goes on to say that without the resur- 
rection there is no redemption for sins,—‘‘ye are 
vet in your sins.’ Belief in the resurrection is also 


necessary to salvation for we are told,—‘If thou 


shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and 
shalt believe in thine heart that God has raised 
Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.”” This ts 
true because the resurrection is an essential part ot 
the whole plan of salvation itself. 


Then too, we believe in the bodily resurrection 
because of its effect on those who believe it. While 
it is true that the Apostles and their associates re- 
ceived power for their witness only after they had 
the Holy Spirit poured out upon them, the message 
they proclaimed was Christ crucified and risen and 
they did this because they had been personal wit- 
nesses to both of these world-shaking facts. Men 
who had been fearful, discouraged and temporarily 
defeated, became flaming evangels, boldly affirming 
the fact of the living Christ to the very ones who 
were responsible for His death; counting not their 
lives dear and continuing with a power which 
literally turned upside down the world of their 
time. 


Wee also believe in the bodily resurrection of our 
Lord because it is the foundation of our own hope 
of immortality. Christ died to save us from the 
vuilt and penalty of sin and that we might live in 
this world as Christians should live. But He also 


died that we might live with Him for all eternity. 


Without His resurrection our future prospects 
would be but a pious hope. But, because He arose 
from the dead, the “‘first fruits of them that slept,”’ 
this is no more an intangible hope—it is a glorious 
certainty. 


There are many other valid reasons why evan- 
gelicals believe in the bodily resurrection of our 
Lord. However, the final one we will mention ts 
the awful alternative. 1f Christ did not bodily arise 
from the dead then we are the victims of halluci- 
nations, calculated fraud and a deliberately perpe- 
trated hoax. More than that, the entire basic struc- 
ture of Christianity itself collapses. The Bible 
teaches unequivocally that our Lord arose from 
the dead. All four Gospel writers state this fact. 
The message of the evangels in the Acts was that 
of the risen Christ. The epistles affirm it and our 
Lord Himself contirmed it and presented Himself 
as the risen Saviour: ‘| am he that liveth, and was 
dead; and behold, I am alive for evermore.” - - - 
‘Behold my hands and my feet, that it is ] myself: 
handle me and see? for.a spirit hath not flesh and 
bones, as ye see me have.” 

When the Apostles were filled with the Holv 
Spirit the outstanding effect was that “With great 
power gave the Apostles witness of the resurrection 
of the Lord Jesus.” 


There is still power in that witness!—L.N.B. 


When Will The World 
Be Happy? 


(Some Thoughts From Psalm 67) 


We are living in a “Cartoon Age.” Some of these 
cartoons are very suggestive. There have been many 
of these lately picturing the world as an old man; 
a very Unhappy old man, with his shoulders bent 
and his face all bruised and bound up. The car- 
toonists are right, we are living in a most Unhappy 
world. ‘he psalmist is speaking of a time when the 
world will be happy; when God's face will shine 
upon us; when the nations will be glad and sing 
for joy. 

According to this psalm there are three things 
which make the world unhappy: (1) Bad Health; 
(2) Bad Rulers; (3) Bad Crops. 

I. Bad Health: “Vhy saving health among all 
nations.” (Vs. 2). 

We are living in a Sick World; and a sick world 
is an unhappy world. Diseases of all sorts afflict 
the bodies of men. Epidemics ravage whole com- 
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munities, and even nations. Big hospitals are being 
made bigger; doctors are on the go day and night; 
nurses are in demand; donations of blood are urged 
every day over the radio. It is hard for sick people 
to be happy people. (It is not impossible, if they 
are Christians). 


Worse, far worse, than our sick bodies are our 
sick minds, hearts, souls. From these sick hearts 
come the thoughts and feelings which make men 
miserable. Here is the cause of bitterness, strife, 
crimes, wars, and sins which destroy all peace and 
happiness. It is impossible for men and women with 
sick souls to be happy. 


When Christ was on earth He healed both body 
and soul. He is the Great Physician; the Only 
Physician Who can do this. The world will be 
happy when it is healed; healed by the Great Phy- 


sician, 


ll. Bad Rulers; Bad Government: **Thou shalt 


judge - - - govern the nations.” 


Bad Rulers have been the curse of nations. Review 
vour history and see if this is not true. The would-be 
“World Rulers” have been self-centered, ambitious, 
cruel, bloodthirsty men (and sometimes women). 
Why are people oppressed? Why do we have con- 
tinual warfare? Why is there so much misery: The 
answer is nearly always found in the sort of govern- 
ment which rules the nations. This was true of Israel 
under her Kings; it has been true of every nation. 
Occasionally we have had good rulers, and people 
were happy. It is indeed a blessed thing for a nation 
to have a Godly ruler. | 


Turn to passages like Isaiah, chapters 9 and 11; 
Psalm 2; Matthew 25; 31; Revelation 19 and see 
what God has to say about the government of this 
world. When the government shall rest upon His 
shoulders, and He shall judge in righteousness. It 
will indeed be a happy time for this world when all 
bad rulers are gone and He shall reign. 


III. Bad Crops: **Then shall the earth yield her 
increase.’ Droughts, famines, crop failures, make the 
world unhappy. 


In this country we have never had a famine, but 
most of us have seen the pictures of starving men, 
women, and children, in countries like China and 
India. We can hardly imagine the misery of such 
people. Even in our land a severe drought means 
much unhappiness, and the government has to come 
to the aid of those who are affected by it. We have 
large sections of our world, like the Sahara Desert, 
or some barren, rocky mountain region, where it is 
unfit for cultivation. 


We are promised a time when the desert shall 
blossom as the rose and the wilderness be a fruitful 
field. This is not just fancy poetry; it is glorious 
prophecy. When the Great Restorer comes to reign 
and rule, the earth shall vield her increase. 
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When will the world be happy ? When Christ, the 
Great Physician, the Great King, the Great Restorer 
has His place of Pre-eminence in the world. 


When will your heart, and my heart be happy? 
When He has touched and healed; when He reigns 
supreme, and reigns alone, in our hearts; when He 
has restored us and made us fruitful ; when we “bear 
much fruit” to the praise of His grace —J.K.P. 


Give It Now 


We wonder if the average church member real- 
izes the serious predicament facing the agencies of 
our church due to the change in the calendar year? 


The custom has been to pay in the overwhelming 
proportion of our gifts for benevolences at the end 
of the year. With the end of the current year being 
December 31st, instead of March 3lst, this par- 
ticular year is a critical one because the agencies 
will not have the benefit of the delayed giving. 


It is incumbent on individual church members, 
congregations and church treasurers to take this 
matter seriously and see that the work of our vari- 
ous agencies is not drastically hurt by this unusual 
circumstance, a situation which will not recur after 
this year. 


—L.N.B. 


Give more and give it now! 


“Reduced” For 
Christ’s Sake 


Reports from the Foreign Mission Field often 
bring to us incidents which put us to shame when 
we think of how little sacrifice we make; yet what 
blessings we enjoy in the Christian life at so little 
cost. Accounts of the loyalty and faithfulness of the 
South Koreans, thousands of whom have been strip- 
ped of their homes and other property, diseased and 
starved, living on herbs or the gleanings from gar- 
bage, yet true to their Christian faith, cause us to 
wonder how much we fortunate Americans would 
be willing to endure for Christ’s sake. 


Here comes in the mail from Miss Margaret 
Liston, one of our faithful missionaries in the 
Congo, an unusual case of an African chief being 
“reduced” for Christ’s sake, yet remaining true and 
steadfast to the faith, standing up and witnessing 
effectively for his Lord. Just listen to this from 
Bibanga, Bakwanga, Congo Belge: 


“After the evangelist had finished his message, 
Ilunga Andre got up and gave a word of witness 
as to what the Lord means to him and made an 
appeal to his people to accept Him. Truly, Ilunga’s 
faith has had enough trial to prove its reality. If it 
had not been for his Christian faith and his Protes- 
tant training he would still be the chief of a good 
many thousands of his fellow-tribesmen, the Luluas. 


His father, the medal chief T’shikele, before his 
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death, named _Ilunga as his successor. ‘—The Govern- 
ment agreed and Ilunga was given the chieftain- 
ship. It was at the time President ‘Truman went 
into office. “(Truman and Ilunga both chose Solo- 
mon’s words of asking God for help in being at the 
head of a great people. Mrs. Stegall wrote a letter 
about it and the Survey printed it. Somebody sent 
the article to the President who responded by send- 
ing Ilunga a Bible with greetings and good wishes 
from the President of the United States. After the 
Roman Catholics realized that a Protestant had 
come into a position of some importance to a good 
big section of the Lulua people, they immediately 


went to work to remedy the matter. It was not very 
long before they put enough pressure on the Govern- 
ment to make a change in the chieftainship and 
hand it over to Ilunga’s Roman Catholic brother. 
And now Ilunga is just another hospital assistant 
at our Lubondai hospital where he was trained, 
as far as the Government is concerned; but to his 
people who greatly love and admiré him, he is their 
chief. His good word of testimony for his Lord has 
weight, and many people in the big circle around 
the fire that night came forward to give their names 
as those who wanted to know and follow Jesus.” 


—W.C.S. 


While Men Slept 


By L. Nelson Bell, M.D., F.A.C.S. 


(Reprints of this article available at one dollar for fifty postpaid.) 


This article is not written to or about any par- 
ticular denomination or church. It is written to the 
Protestant Christians across America* with the 
prayer that some who read it may stop and consider 
that which is taking place within the ranks of 
Protestantism ; a process which if permitted to con- 
tinue, will in large measure destroy the effective 
witness and power of the Christian Church. 


The destructive critical view of the Bible has be- 
come so widespread and is so generally taught and 
believed in Church-related institutions in America 
that the average student graduating from _ these 
schools has had his faith in the full inspiration and 
authority of the Scriptures either greatly impaired 
or completely destroyed. This is particularly true 
in the North but it is also spreading to the South, 
although in both areas there are happy exceptions. 


As a result, unless they had a thoroughly ground- 
ed faith in the Bible before entering these institu- 
tions many now go out into Christian work with- 
out a vital message. They are forced to substitute 
reason for faith, reformation for redemption and 
a program for a Person. The source of power is 
thought to be in organizations and numbers rather 
than in the Holy Spirit and the one weapon design- 
ed as the offensive instrument against Satan, and 
against which he has never been able to stand,— 
The Sword of the Spirit, The Word of God,—has 
become, to these victims of higher critical indoctri- 
nation, a largely human and man-made book, to be 


- accepted only in part, with other parts “interpreted” 


so that its meaning is lost and its power nullified. 


It is safe to say that Satan’s greatest victory be- 
van when he implanted in the minds of Adam and 
Eve doubt as to the truthfulness of God’s Word, 
(Yea, hath God said?”), and he continues his 
work today in the class room of Dr. I. Doubtit, 
through the writings of Professor W. E. Know- 


*This Journal has subscribers in every state in 
the union and many foreign countries. Ed. 
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better, and from the pulpit of Dr. Will Knott 
Believe. 

Just how far has rationalistic unbelief infiltrated 
theological thinking and teaching today? Certainly 
the great majority of Christian leaders believe most 
of the great doctrines of the Church but apparently 
an increasing number have had their confidence in 
the Bible so greatly shaken that they hold impaired 
views with reference to truths which are a part of 
the Christian faith and without which teaching and 
preaching is lacking in transforming power. 

Held in question are doctrines having to do with 
the reality of sin, eternal punishment, the personal- 
ity of Satan and the efficacy of prayer. The God 
of the Old Testament, we are told, is not the same 
God found in the New Testament. Many affirm 
belief in the Deity of our Lord while at the same 
time they question His Virgin birth, the reality of 
His miracles, His vicarious atonement for our sins 


through His blood shed at Calvary, His bodily 


resurrection and the reality of His eventual return © 
‘in power and glory. ‘True, few would question or | 


deny all of these doctrines, but many have doubts 
about one or more, although all are clearly taught 
in God’s Word and are a part of most evangelical 
creeds. 

Where has this unbelief come from and why is it 
so widespread today? Protestant Christendom has 
been asleep and during our sleep the enemy of souls, 
under the guise of scholarship and advanced knowl- 
edge, has sown the seeds of doubt and unbelief. 
Tolerance, tolerance to error, has been the watch- 
word. The feelings and positions of teachers have 
been more sympathetically regarded than the vic- 
tims of the insidious sowing of seeds of unbelief. 
Some who hold the evangelical faith have fought 
back with the weapons of hate and half-truths, only 
complicating the situation. Others have been utterly 
indifferent to the tragic results of unbelief being 
taught in Church-related institutions, apparently 
hoping that the name “Christian” holds some magic 
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which will overrule and sublimate teaching which 
is utterly inimical to that faith. 


Is there a solution? Is there a way out? Of 
course there is, but it must be undergirded with 
prayer and executed in love. The ruthless extirpa- 
tion of tares has always harmed the wheat. Any 
zeal for the Lord which does not combine with it 
Christian love, holy boldness and sanctifed common- 
sense is destined to add to the confusion. 


The solution must be based on a standard and 
that standard depends for its authority on God 
and His revealed truth. While there are those who 
object to such authority it is nevertheless axiomatic 
that for everything there must be laws—the rules 
of the game. To undertake to live in the Christian 
realm one must accept the basis of Christianity or 
automatically disqualify himself. It is here that 
many have disqualified themselves in the theological 
world for they deny the validity of the Standard 
God has given, lowering it to a more or less man- 
made document, giving reason the throne which 
rightfully belongs to faith alone. 

In the Presbyterian Church the Confession of 
Faith states the basis of our authority in these words: 
‘The authority of the Holy Scripture, for which it 
ought to be believed and obeyed, dependeth not upon 
the testimony of any man or church, but wholly 
upon God (who is truth itself), the author thereof ; 
and therefore it is to be received, because it is the 
Word of God.” (Ch. I, section IV), while section 
VIII goes on to say: “The Old Testament in He- 
brew, and the New ‘Testament in Greek, being im- 
mediately inspired by God, and by his singular 
care and providence kept pure in all ages, are there- 
fore authentical; so as in all controversies of re- 
ligion the church is finally to appeal to them.”’ 


Most of the other evangelical churches have, in 
their articles of faith, equally clear affirmations as 
to the reliability and authority of God’s Word. 
But, in Protestant circles today these statements 
regarding the Word of God are being disregarded 
or explained away in many of the Church-related 
institutions. Apparently Protestantism is more con- 
cerned with ecclesiastical organization, power and 
prestige than with the “‘touchy”’ questions having 
to do with the basic facts of the Christian faith 
itself, 

When attention is called to these deviations from 
evangelical Christianity a barrage of most unpleas- 
ant opprobrium is heaped on the individual with 
the temerity to do so, and, if possible, ecclesiastical 
pressures are exerted on him. He is called “‘divisive”’ ; 
‘‘a Dispensationalist’, although he may reject this 
deviation from Christian teaching as completely as 
the rest; “a Fundamentalist’”’ although he too may 
deplore the lovelessness of the professional Funda- 
mentalist (capital ‘““F”’), as much as any; of “living 
in the era of Seventeenth Century Christianity” ; of 
“being more concerned about a book than a Per- 
son’, although his concern is for the honesty of the 
Book which tells about the Person; etc., etc., etc. 
Such brow-beating is not easy to take and many 
keep silent, hoping the tide will turn. Others keep 
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silent because their livelihood is at stake. But, un- 
less there is a concerted stand, Protestant power 
and witness in America is dcomed, except as the 
torch is taken up by lesser denominations and sects 
—an eventuality many would regret, because of 
extreme positions and bizarre doctrines held by 
some of these and which have nothing to do with 
the essential truths of Christianity. 

To make fun of the plenary inspiration of the 
Scriptures is so common and so popular today that 
few will have the temerity to stand against this 
tide of unbelief. However, whenever one pins the 
adherents of this modern scholarship down he finds 
the same objections to the Bible which have been 
raised and answered for centuries. J'here is nothing 
new in the present day denials, which makes them 
obsolete and unworthy of continued exploitation. 


It would seem only fair that those who no longer 
hold to the integrity of the Scriptures should dis- 
associate themselves with the evangelical denomina- 
tions which hold such beliefs and which have them 
incorporated in their articles of faith. One can but 
respect the honesty of men who so make their be- 
lief—or unbelief—a matter of record. At the same 
time one wonders at the theological schizophrenia 
which permits one to subscribe to vows with a men- 
tal reservation or an interpretation totally at vari- 
ance with their accepted meaning. As an illustra- 
tion of what we mean: a prominent clergyman re- 
cently affirmed his acceptance of the “theological 
implications” of the Virgin Birth but ‘questioned 
the biological fact.’’ Another, decrying the preach- 
ing of the necessity of the new birth, stated cate- 
gorically: am not a sinner.”’ 


We have the conviction that when laymen in the 
United States become aware of the unbelief which 
is being taught in many Church-related institutions 
under the guise of scholarship and advanced scienti- 
fie knowledge, particularly the blatant denial of 
great portions of the Bible and of doctrines clearly 
stated therein they will in increasing numbers, rise 
up and ask for an accounting of stewardship. 

At the recent meeting of the Synod of North 
Carolina Dr. Rozenkranz of New York University 
spoke of a survey he had just completed for the 


U.S.A. Presbyterian Church and stated that he - 


could observe no difference between their Colleges 


and the secular State universities. In the Episcopal 
Church a well known Bishop recently called the 


clergymen in his diocese together and frankly told 
them they were neither teaching nor preaching the 
doctrines affirmed in their own articles of faith. 
Identical conditions are to be found in all of the 
major denominations. 

- What has happened? 

While Protestant Christians have been asleep 
the enemy has done a thorough job of sowing the 
seeds of unbelief. 

What can we do? 

We can and must pray for a heaven-sent revival 
of faith in God and His Word. Although many will 


deny it—THEY GO TOGETHER. 
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The Plan Of Union Lacks Those Tokens Which 
Have Evidenced God’s Presence With And 
Favor Upon Our Church 


By Rev. Wm. C. Robinson, D.D. 


(Speech given by Dr. Robinson at The Journal’s Meeting, August 19, 1953.) 


Reprints of this article available at one dollar per hundred postpaid. 


The Presbyterian Church in the United States 
is a living, growing, active denomination. We are 
not all that we could or should be, but we are a 
vital branch of the Church of the living God. We 
are a body graced by the living Presence of the risen 
Lord Jesus Christ. During the ninety-two years of 
our history we have received the mercy and blessings 
of our Lord evidenced to us by great convictions to 
which He has called us to testify, His blessings 
have become more evident in the last few years in 


increased membership, greater per capita giving, and | 


strengthened institutions. 


Those of us gathered here today, as well as every 
loyal member of our communion prays and strives 
for greater purity, power and devotion in our 
Church. We live only of God’s grace; we and our 
works can be received only in Christ. We have no 
business with complacency—we are looking forward 
to that day when our Lord shall present unto Him- 
self a glorious Church without spot or wrinkle or 
any such thing. Compared with that vision we come 
woefully short. But measured by other Presbyterian 
denominations around us we are standing for our 
Lord and receiving His blessings and endorsement 
in rich abundance. 


As a living, going concern enjoying the presence 


and blessing of her Lord, the Presbyterian Church 
in the United States ought not to vote herself out 
of her corporate life without a definite mandate 
from her Lord. Such a mandate does not come from 
a superficial reference to John seventeen where our 
Lord is speaking of the invisible spiritual unity 
which existed between Him that sitteth upon the 
Throne and Him that was then offering uk strong 


cryings and tears in Gethsemane. We are now one © 


Church in Jesus Christ with our Presbyterian 
USA and our UP brethren. We recognize that 
unity by sharing with them in the ministry of the 
Word and of the sacraments which are the signs of 
the Church ordained by her Lord and King to 
signify her unity. Just as we are also one with the 
Presbyterian Churches of Scotland, Ireland, Can- 
ada, Brazil and Korea. 


To be sure that we ought to vote ourselves’ out 
of our individual corporate existence in order to 
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be merged with or absorbed into any one or more 
of the above mentioned denominations we ought to 
be able to see the guiding hand of the Lord Jesus 
Christ in the step. It ought to be evident that by 
such a step we could make a clearer testimony to 
Him in all the glory and grace that the Word as- 
cribes to our Lord and King and Saviour, and that 
we could expect a greater outpouring of His bless- 
ing leading to more consecrated living and giving, 
more enthusiastic serving and sacrificing, greater 
worship and praise to the God of all grace. 


In particular, one may well look at those things 
in which our Southern Presbyterian testimony has 
loomed large and which have given virility to our 
life and organization to see if they are recognized 
and magnified in the new project. In ecumenical 
thinking it is an axiom that mergers ought to in- 
corporate all that is worthwhile in the smaller units 
so that the resultant Church will be the richer in 
its faith and life and that none of the true testi- 
mony to our Redeemer in any of its variegated 
fullness be lost. Does the Plan of Union invite our 
allegiance by including the things which have given 
strength and beauty to our Southern Zion, or does 
it repel those who love our own household of faith 
by curtailing or neglecting our witness? It is our 
considered opinion that the latter is true. When the 
U.S.A. Church sought union with the Cumberland- 
ers they incorporated into their own standards-chap- 
ters and interpretations which gave at least public 
recognition to the distinctivities of the Cumberland 
testimony. It does not seem to us that the larger 
body has shown the same consideration for our dis- 
tinctivities in the proposed 1952 Plan of Union. 


When our 1953. General Assembly asked the 


Committee on Cooperation and Union to give larger 
place in the Plan of Union to the Kingship of 
Christ, it was speaking for our ninety-two years of 
Southern Presbyterian history, yes and for the au- 
thentic Presbyterian-Puritan-Protestant tradition. 
Our Church was organized Dee. 4, 1861, following 
a sermon setting forth Christ as the only Head, the 
sole King and Lawgiver in Zion. In accord with 
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Dr. B. M. Palmer’s eloquent exposition of Eph. 
| :22-23, our Book of Church Order was organized 
under our God-given King, the Lord Jesus Christ. 


We returned to the Westminster formularies 
and took the Preface to their Form of Presbyterian 
Government as our cornerstone, B. C. O., par. 8. 
We went further back to the Second Buik of Disci- 
pline of the Kirk of Scotland and drew from it our 
paragraph 9 stating that Christ as the only Law- 
giver in Zion rules and teaches the Church through 
His Word and Spirit by the ministry of men, thus 
mediately exercising His own authority and enforc- 
ing His own laws. Our paragraph 10 is a magnifi- 
cent statement of the purposes for which the West- 
minster Assembly was called, namely to conform 
the Church in her doctrine, government, discipline, 
and worship to those things which Christ the King 
has given her in the Scriptures or which may be de- 
duced therefrom by good and necessary inference. 
In our paragraph 19, we affirm that the exercise of 
church power has the divine sanction only when it 
is in conformity’ with the statutes enacted by Christ 
the Lawgiver and when put forth by courts or 
officers appointed in His Word. In Paragraph 58 
we carefully distinguish the jurisdiction of church 
courts as only ministerial and declarative, that 1s, 
the power of a minister or servant to obey, not the 
power of a master to command; the power of a 
court to declare the law already given by the King, 
not the power of a legislature to make a law. Then 
the same paragraph denies to our courts power to 
make laws to bind the conscience; but recognizes 
their power to make rules for government, dis- 
cipline, worship and extension of the Church agree- 
able to the Scriptures; and affirms their right to 
require obedience to the laws of Christ. Finally, 
our Rules of Discipline strictly limit an offense, the 
object of judicial process, to those things in the 
principles or practices of a professing Christian 
which are contrary to the Word of God. 


Now if the Plan of Union were seeking to in- 
corporate that which is most distinctive in our life 
and history, that which we have garnered from and 
witnessed to in the Presbyterian heritage, un- 
doubtedly it would incorporate this as a part of the 
common testimony. Yet despite many attempts we 
have succeeded in getting only one of these para- 
graphs into any Plan of Union. Our Paragraph 19 
appeared in the 1943 Plan, but even that has been 
lacking in every plan since. Instead we are asked to 
come into a union in which the largest unit thereof 
has in its precedents the actions of 1861 through 
1865 by which the allegiance of all Presbyterians 
was pledged to the national as against a state gov- 
ernment. We are expected to be part of a Church 
which in the notorious Gurley ipso facto resolutions 
of 1866 excluded the Kentucky and Missouri Pres- 
byterians because they dared exercise their Pro- 
testant right of protest, and a Church which in its 
1934 Studies in the Constitution cited this 1866 
precedent to exalt its power to the point where it 
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declared an action of the General Assembly on ex- 
actly the same level as the Word of Christ estab- 
lishing the Lord’s Supper. We are asked to vote 
for a Plan of Union which recognizes this second 
Lawgiver, namely the General Assembly, by pro- 
viding an added form for exercising authority, that 
is, Administrative Discipline, by which ministers 
may be deposed and excommunicated for joining 
any denomination which the Assembly adjudges 
schismatic. Pages 206-207. Now therefore, brethren, 
why make ye trial of God to put a yoke upon the 
neck of the Southern Presbyterians which neither 
we nor our fathers were able to bear? Slavery to 
Christ alone is the true and only freedom of the 
human soul. 7 


II. 


‘The Presbyterian Church in the United States 
has stood for the purity of the Reformed Faith as 
that is set forth in its strength in the Westminster 
Standards. Before we received the small Southern 
Group of New School Churches we sat down with 
these brethren and heard them repudiate the errors 
charged against the New School. When liberalism 
was sweeping over the Protestant world, our 
Church safeguarded our ordination vows with a 
promise to notify one’s Presbytery if one changes 
his convictions. In 1939, our Assembly unanimously 
interpreted our ordination vows as involving the 
full biblical testimony to our Lord Jesus Christ. In 
1940 our Assembly asked our Committee on Co- 
operation and Union to preserve in the Plan of 
Union our doctrinal purity. Accordingly, the 1943 
Plan of Union included our ordination vows with 
the promise to notify one’s Presbytery if one changes 
his views. The 1953 General Assembly was opened 
with a strong plea for the maintenance of the things 
that lie at the center, and that Assembly sustained 
the removal of the Chapel Hill Pastor who al- 
legedly was disregarding Presbyterian doctrine and 
practices. 


Yet the Plan of Union does not follow our tra- 
dition on the purity of the Church. Instead it pro- 
vides for taking us into the U.S.A. Church with its 
program of broad church inclusivism. The U.S.A. 
Church broadened its basis by accepting the New 
School views in their merger of 1870, in accepting 
the Semi-Arminian Cumberland views in their 
merger of 1906, and in admitting men who could 
not accept the virgin birth of Christ under pressures 
from the Auburn Affirmationists in the period 1924- 
28. The 1952 Plan of Union has cut out our ordi- 
nation vows which appeared in the 1943 Plan. 
Their 1941 Assembly so radically changed our in- 
terpretation that the ordination vows involved the 
full blibical testimony to Christ as to make it mean- 
ingless (i.e. their treatment of the Cedar Rapids 
Overture). Thus the 1952 Plan of Union asks us to 
unite on a basis that weakens the stand which we 
and our fathers in the Southern Presbyterian 
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Church have made for a corporate testimony to the 
faith once for all delivered to the saints. 


III. 


In accord with the Biblical-Augustinian tradition 
our Directory of Worship asks the parents of infant 
children to make as their first promise the following 
confession : 


Do you acknowledge your child’s need of the 
cleansing blood of Jesus Christ and the renewing 
grace of the Holy Spirit? 


On the other hand, the Plan of Union has no 
such direct appeal to the Divine action in the saving 
of our children. In the Plan the emphasis is on the 


parents and their promises which reach all the way' 


to the guiding of these children into a profession of 
faith. But the bringing of children into the member- 
ship of the Church without the recognition of their 
need of saving and regenerating grace will neither 


glorify God nor bless the child or the Church. 
IV. 


A few years ago, a Canadian studying the U.S.A. 
and the U. S. Churches, said that the most sig- 
nificant thing about their practical working was the 
difference in the place which the deacons occupied 
in the two denominations. We have magnified the 
office of the deacon, turning over to him the bus- 
iness administration of the Church and laying upon 
him the spiritual responsibility for developing the 
grace of giving—stewardship. The result has been 
that in the last fifteen years we have kept ahead of 
the U.S.A. Church and even passed the U. P. 
Church in the rate of our per capita giving. In 1952 
we gave for benevolences $16.22 per capita, while 
U. P. gave $13.23, and the U.S.A. only $7.43. The 
total per capita gifts are: U. S., $66.19; U. P., 
$55.19; U.S.A., $45.46. On the other hand, the 
typical U.S.A. Church turns over to its Board of 
Trustees the business of the local congregation. The 
trustees are not ordained and in some cases are not 
members of the Church. Yet they handle the major 
funds, and here as elsewhere the man who pays the 
piper calls the tune. The Plan of Union follows 
this U.S.A. practice of putting the financial respon- 
sibility in the Board of Trustees rather than in the 
Board of Deacons. Page 185. Further, the Plan 
fails to locate the responsibility for developing the 
grace of giving or stewardship. It states that the 
Session may take upon itself this responsibility, or 
it may assign it to the Deacons, or to some other 
group. [hat is a Plan sufficiently indefinite to make 
what is everybody’s business nobody’s business, and 
one that may be expected to drop some three million 
dollars yearly from our benevolent givings if the 
merger goes into effect. 


Va 


Finally, our mode of administering the work of 
missions, both at home and abroad, is more de- 
centralized, personal and individually responsible 
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than the U.S.A. method. In the field of Church 
Extension the giving is largely to the local Pres- 
bytery and the responsibility rests on those who can 
see the work of the new congregations developing 
in their own home cities. The record will show that 
this plan has meant a much more rapid growth of 
our Church in such cities as Miami, Fla., Charles- 
ton, W. Va., Chattanooga, Tenn., than that of the 
U.S.A. denomination. In the latter, giving is pri- 
marily to the Board of National Missions and the 
giving and doing is on a nation-wide level where 
visible local interest is at a minimum. 


In our Board of World Missions we give larger 
local autonomy to our missions on the foreign field. 
The mission, rather than the home office, determines 
where each missionary is to work and the funds 
allocated to him for native helpers. Each of our 
missions is in effect a local Presbytery, exercising in 
the foreign field much the power that our local Pres- . 
*yteries exercise here. Further, our policy on the 


~ foreign field is to pioneer into new fields and turn 


over to local, fully autonomous, native Churches 
the congregations we gather as fast as they can 
stand on their own feet; while the policy of the 


U.S.A. Board is to have their missionaries members 


of the national Churches, thus limiting the self- 
government of the daughter Churches. 


In a concrete case, our Board gives to the Ja- 
panese Christians full authority to unite in which- 
ever of the local Japanese denominational organiza- 
tions these several congregations decide. We help 
those congregations we helped before the War, al- 
lowing each to decide whether to be or not to be in 
the Kyodan—the union forced upon the Japanese 
Christians by the Imperial War Government. On 
the other hand, the U.S.A. Board, in common with 
other boards located in New York City, takes the 
position that they will help no one except those in 
this Kyodan which was created by the National 
Shinto War Empire. Our Board Secretaries know 
our individual missionaries, advise with them, work 
with them as brethren, encourage and stimulate 
their work in a way that a larger organization 
could not do. - 


Now, the U.S.A. brethren reason that since ours 
is a small and theirs a large Church, and since the 
united Church will be larger than the old one— 
therefore, the united Church must necessarily take 
over the plan now in use in the larger Church. The 
adoption of the Plan of Union means that our home 
missions will be directed from New York, not con- 
ducted by each local Presbytery. It means that our 
world missions will be directed also from New 
York by consultation with other New York de- 
nominational boards but with little left to the dis- 
cretion of the missions that are on the foreign field. 
It means that our educational institutions will be 
supported by gifts to a National Board of Educa- 
tion rather than by local interested constituencies. 
Whether all of these institutions will survive such 
a program only time can tell, but it was fatal to the 
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one institution taken over with the Cumber- 
landers—Cumberland University. 


Fathers and brethren, whether we were reared in 
or have recently united with the Southern Presby- 
terian Church, let us seek to understand and eval- 
uate our inheritance. Then when we have learned 
to appreciate the goodly heritage God has given us, 
let us test the Plan of Union by our Church’s 
standards. If you agree that the 1952 Plan comes 
short as measured by the testimonies we now have, 
then let us insist that the Plan be revised to include 
the witness God has given to our Church, and 
oppose the adoption of the Plan until it does carry 
our God-given convictions. 


Only when there is a plan which accepts those 
things God has been so richly blessing in our life 
and organization, only when a plan of union really 
preserves the unity and peace of our Church be- 


cause it embodies the testimonies for which we 
stand, only then ought we to vote our Church out 
of its individual corporate existence. The path of 
advance will not be marked by the compromise or 
the surrender of our Church’s witness of our 
Saviour and King. For the only banners that~go 
forward are the testimonies lifted in the Name of 


the Lord. 


Fathers and brethren, signs that our Lord Jesus - 


Christ is leading our Church into this Plan o 


Union are lacking. Then let us grasp anew the* 


banners which our fathers have lifted in the name 
of the Lord and wait upon Him until we hear the 
moving of His Spirit in the mulberry trees. 


Meanwhile, let us ‘seek to fulfill the ministry 
committed to us: to testify the Gospel of the Grace 
of God in Christ. For the Church of the living God 
is ordained to be the pillar and ground of the truth. 


ANGLERS 


(By The Editor Of The Testament 
For Fishers Of Men) 


Lesson Number 28 
Hostility 


It is very rare for anyone to be offended by being 
asked if he is a Christian. This writer was never 
‘“bawled out” but once, and even in that case the 
“‘bawler” ultimately made a complete surrender and 
became a Christian. If the “fisherman” asks the 
Spirit to guide, and he goes in the spirit of prayer 
and humility, he will invariably have reason to be 
glad he tried. If the prospect is already a Christian 
he will be glad to say so; if he is not he will as a 
rule be on the defensive, but will show appreciation. 
We are yielding space in this lesson for the “experi- 
ence’ that follows. Here was a surprising turn in 
what at first looked hopeless. 


Dear ANGLERS: 


I had finished high school in my home town and 
came to the city where I[ got a job. I transferred my 
membership to the city Church of my denomination. 
The pastor gave me a Testameht For Fishers Of 
Men and suggested I do personal work with it. 
I told him I had never done anything like that, and 
besides, I was a stranger and didn’t know anybody. 
He said there might be some advantage in that; 
that sometimes one can accomplish more with a 
stranger than with one who knows him too well. 
He told me if I would be on the lookout I would 
find souls to win almost anywhere—on the bus, on 
the streets, and in the crowd. He told me not to be 
timid about it, but “get in there and pitch,” and the 
Lord would stand by me. Then he made me turn to 
Mark 16:20 in the little Testament, which I read 
and took courage. That night I stood in a crowd 
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that had gathered to hear a political speech. I asked 
the Holy Spirit to show someone to me whom | 
might speak to. There was a great big fellow stand- 
ing next to me. I touched his arm, and when he 
looked around, I said: ‘‘Mister, are you a Chris- 
tian?’ He glowered at me and answered between 
his teeth: ‘“What the h - - 1 you got to do with it?” 
I begged his pardon, telling him I didn’t mean to 
offend him, that I was a Christian myself and want- 
ed everybody else to find the same satisfaction, but 
I wouldn’t bother him any more. Then I backed 
away, for he looked as if he would hit me. It looked 
like the Spirit had made a mistake, or else I mis- 
understood Him. Three days later | was walking 
along with the crowd on the sidewalk in the shop- 
ping district. Someone behind me laid a hand on 
my shoulder; I looked around and there was that 
same big fellow. I sure was scared. He said: ‘“‘Ain’t 
you the young fellow that spoke to me the other 
night?” I said: “Yes, sir, but I told you I was sorry 
and wouldn’t bother you again.” He said: ‘Well, 
I been looking for you ever since to tell you I was 
sorry I treated you rough; but, boy, you got under 
my skin. My conscience was already hurting me; 
no, I’m not a Christian—far from it-——but I went 
to church yesterday for the first time in 20 years.”’ 
I asked him: “Did you get saved?” “No, I didn’t,” 
he answered, ‘‘there ain’t any chance for me now; 
I’ve been a sinner a long time and I’ve throwed my 
life away; the Lord wouldn’t look at such as me.” 
“O yes,” I told him, “you are the very kind He’s 
looking for; come around here on this side street 
out of the crowd and I’ll show you.” We found a 
quiet place under a stairway on the next side street, 
and I turned to Mark 2:17 where Jesus said: “They 
that are whole have no need of a physician, but they 
that are sick; I came not to call the righteous, but 
sinners to repentance.’ | made him read it for him- 


self. I just stood still and whispered in my heart to 
the Lord to let His Word do the work. It did. Di- 


rectly he said: “Looks like there is a chance for me 
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into the church two weeks later. My! how that 


after all.”’ He accepted the Lord as his Saviour Liquor Advertising 
right there under that stairway. I prayed a little 
prayer with him and got his home address. He said In the theatre, 

his folks were Baptists, so I found a Baptist pastor, On the radio, 

told him of the incident and left the address with On the signboard, 
him to follow up, which he did, and I afterwards In the papers and magazines, 


learned that the man was baptized and received l say what I'm paid to say. 
But in the laboratory, 


In the wrecked automobile, 
In the city jail, 
In the roadhouse, 

; In the veins of the drunk, 
(Name Withheld). I tell the truth. —Selected. 


pepped me up for new efforts. I have had some 
other happy experiences since, but that first “fish” 
gave me the biggest thrill I ever had. 


Developing the Full Capacity of Mind, 
WOULD YOU LIKE TO OWN a leather- 

bound copy of THE TESTAMENT FOR | Body and Soul. 
FISHERS OF MEN? Send us an account of 


winning a soul to Christ in a 
personal interview (250 words RESBYTERIAN COLLEGE 
Marshall W. Brown, President — Clinton, S. C. 


receive this most helpful, vest- 
pocket size, Personal Worker’s 
Testament (King James Ver- 


sion). No manuscripts returned 
unless requested. THE TES- G W 


two new one-year subscriptions to The 
Journal, or by remitting $2.75. 


Headquarters for 


TAMENT may also be secured by sending -Pulpit and Choir: 
RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 


Church Furniture - Stoles 
Embroideries - Vestments 


LIQUOR 


CATALOG ON REQUEST 


Beer Invasion Of The Ta. | (] | CHURCH GOODS 
“Jlational 
Home Is Paying Off 921-22 
Beer consumption in 1952 was 84,443,085  bar- 
rels. It was the _second highest consumption of Education - Cale 
liquor on record. ‘he per capita consumption was lege and Secondary Schools. Endowed. Christian emphasis. 
. B.A. and B.S. degrees. Graduates transfer to Junior class 
16.8 gallons. best colleges. Professor each ten students. Personal atten- 
tion. Scientific tests. Athletics. Two-year business course. 
. Preparatory department with llth, 12th grades. Veterans. 
In considerable part, this record consumption is Moderate charges. Scholarships. Self-help. 
due he new : | to women and young people egins September ¢, 
who are reached by television and radio advertising Louis C. LaMotte, M.A., Th.D., D.D., President. 
and by food stores distribution. Of the total amount, Box 38-W — Maxton, North Carolina. 


63,355,241 barrels of malt beverages were distribu- 
ted in cans and bottles for home consumption. This 
constituted 7+.7 percent of total sales. 


PULPIT a CHOIR GOWRS 


Pulpit Hangings — Altar Cloths 
Bible Markers -— Communion 
Linens — Embroideries — Fabrics 
Custom Tailoring For Clergymen 


1887 1958 
To The Chureh And Clergy 
ine. 


10, N.Y. 


While the brewers protest that their advertising 
does not appeal to children, it obviously does. Chil- 
dren are made to ‘‘accept” beer by jingles, cartoons 
and even more direct appeals. 


& VININ 
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Let these teaching pictures help you list of teaching, “Tabernacle” pic- <;gg@ 4 
win more: souls to Christ! Make the tures. Bible stories; Illustrated 
Bible come ALIVE ...letfolks SEEas Hymns; Easter, Christmas, Mission- “gig a en Cm 
well as hear the Word. All pay eager ary and Children’s series. Filmstrip .« sfja¢ Poe 
attention to the Gospel in PICTURES. and.2 x 2. slides. Prompt shipment. ¢ 


Write now for Free air-mailed price Get these visual aids now. 


TABERNACLE PICTURES, Dept.SPJ 0. Box 1143, Tacoma Wash. and 
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Hold Their Attention with ‘Tabernacle’ Pictures 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR OCTOBER 18 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


New Men And A New World 


Background Scripture: Matthew 5:13-16; 
John 14:12-14; I Corinthians 3:6-15; II Co- 
rinthians 5:14-20; Ephesians 4:32; He- 
brews 13:1-2a; James 1:22; 2:14-18. Devo- 
tional Reading: Isaiah 61:4-9. 


In Jesus’ Prayer in John 17 we have His plan for the Christian in the world: 


‘‘l am no more in the 


world, but these are in the world; I pray not that Thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that Thou 
shouldest keep them from the evil one. They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. Sanctify 
them through Thy truth; Thy word is truth. As Thou hast sent me into the world, even so send I them into 
the world.” We are left in the world for the purpose of witnessing for Him; That the world may believe 


that Thou hast sent me. Notice some of the expres- 
sions used: “In the world - - - Not of the world”; 
“Sanctify them’’; namely, set them apart for a holy 
purpose; “As Thou hast sent me into the world, 
even so send | them into the world.” Jesus Christ 
was sent into the world for a very definite purpose. 
We are also sent for a definite purpose; to witness 
for Him and lead men to know Him as their Sa- 
viour. There are various things that we can do to 
further that purpose, and we find many of these in 
the selections we have for study. 


In Isaiah 61 :4-9 (Our Devotional Reading), we 
are called Priests and Ministers, and it is said that 
‘They shall build the old wastes, they shall raise 
up the former desolations, and they shall repair 
waste cities.’’ Sin has wasted the world. This is 
true in many ways. Sin has led men to neglect the 
soil, let it wash away, until our fields are turned 
into gullies, and unfit for cultivation. Sin has led 
men to build wicked cities that lie in ruins, and 
there comes the cry from Ninevah and Babylon 
and Sodom and Gomorrah, ‘‘Iniquity has been our 
ruin.” Sin has led men to waste their time and 
energy and money on armies and navies and explo- 
sives, and our soldiers are dying by the thousands 
as 1 write these words. Our world is on the verge 
of destruction as we insanely play with our A- 
Bombs and H-Bombs, like silly children throwing 
sticks of dynamite, heedless of the shouts of warn- 
ing. Sin has wasted men’s brains until we have be- 
come so addled that we can no longer even pretend 
to think straight. The one sin of drunkenness is 
fast destroying us. Yes, Sin is a great waster. God 
promises that the waste places will be turned into 


fruitful places. This will take place, I believe, when 
our Lord returns in glory. In the meantime, how- 
ever, we can help build up these waste places; we 
can “prepare the way of the Lord,” even as John 
the Baptist did for the first coming of Christ. He 
was to pull down the high places, fill up the low 
places, and make straight the crooked places. So 
there is much for us to do while here in the world. 
As Priests and Ministers we are to see that God 
is worshipped in the right manner, and we are to 
minister in His name to the people around us who 
need our services. In the selections for study there 
are given many illustrations as to our place and work 
in the world. 


I. Salt and Light: 
Matthew 5:13-16. 


Following His description -of the character and 
blessedness of the citizens of the Kingdom of hea- 
ven, Jesus gives us two simple, but superb illustra- 
tions of the value of such citizens: “Ye are the salt 
of the earth” - - - “‘Ye are the light of the world.” 
We are to preserve the world from utter corrup- 
tion; we are to enlighten the world with the Truth 
of God. How universal is the need for these two 
things! Sin has made the world rotten to the core. 
It is only where the Christian has gone with the 
Gospel that there is any semblance of moral and 
spiritual purity; there is immorality and idolatry, 
(Which is spiritual impurity). Sin has also blinded 
the minds of men, and the god of this world has 
‘shut out the sunshine” of the glorious gospel of 
the grace of God so that it cannot shine into their 
hearts. The whole world is lost in the darkness of 


KING COLLEGE 


Presbyterian ... Co-educational 


Sound liberal education under 
Four-year liberal Arts Sciences, 
ships: (1) Competitive, (2) Academic, (3) 
Work. Sixty-acre campus. Intra-mural sports. 

Catalogue and illustrated booklet. Board, 


vigorous Christian influences. 
Business Education. 
Grant in Ajid, 

Dormitories. 
room, and tuition, $730.00 


. T. L. LISTON, PRESIDENT — BOX “J,” BRISTOL, TENN. 
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sin; The Light of the world is Jesus. But we, His 
followers, are the light of the world, too. To carry 
out our two-fold mission, we must be genuine Chris- 
tians. The salt must have ‘“‘saltness”; the light must 
shine, not be hidden under a bushel. The Christian 
is as valuable in this world as salt and light. 


Il. Works and Prayer: 
John 14:12-13. 


These two, like Faith and Works, go together. 
‘Greater works than these shall ye do.” ‘““Whatso- 
ever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do.” He 
was to give them power to do the “works” of which 
He speaks. Through the Holy Spirit Whom He 


would send, they were to accomplish marvellous 


things. While it is said of Jesus that many believed — 


on Him, we do not see such results from His preach- 
ing as were manifest at Pentecost when thousands 
were pricked in their hearts and cried out, Men 
and brethren, what shall we do? ‘Through the 
power of the Holy Spirit “greater works than these”’ 
were done. There have been many mighty revivals 
since Pentecost when these “greater works” have 
been wrought by the Holy Spirit through the 
preaching of the gospel. : 


The power of Prayer in Jesus’ name is unlimited. 
Since His great priestly work has been finished as 
far as the atoning part is concerned, and He has 
gone into the Holy of Holies there to make inter- 
cession for us, we can come with confidence, “‘bold- 


ness,” unto the throne of grace to obtain mercy and 


find grace to help in time of need. There before the 
throne we can bring our petitions; there we can 
intercede for men; there we can find the power to 
do these “greater works.”” Work and pray; watch 
and pray: here are two of the most insistent com- 
mands of our blessed Master. These are two things 
we can do while in the world, and for the world. 


Ill. Laborers Together with Him: 
I Corinthians 3 :6-15. 


I read of a man who was unexpectedly called 
upon by a doctor in an emergency to help with an 
operation. He said afterwards that it gave him a 
thrill to feel that he had helped the doctor save a 
life. What an honor; what a responsibility; to be 
one of God’s “Fellow-workers!” I know a woman 
in our community who when but a high school girl 
used her knowledge of first aid to get the water 
out of the lungs of another girl who had been car- 
ried from the pond in a critical condition. I was 
talking to her just the other day about it. Surely it 
was an experience to be remembered. It is a wonder- 
ful privilege to help save people. 


‘This is the business of the Christian. Souls are 
perishing all around us. We have ‘First-Aid”’ 
knowledge of the plan of Salvation. Sometimes we 
not only “get them in” but we “get in ourselves,” 
as was the case of a noted London preacher who 
was called in to the bedside of a dying woman. To 
help God save a soul is thrilling business. Would 
that we more often felt that thrill! 


God is also in the character-building business. 
The foundation of a noble character is Jesus Christ. 
We can build into the super-structure two classes 
of material: wood, hay, stubble, or gold, silver, 
precious stones. Are we working with God in the 
building of noble lives? 


IV. Ambassadors for Christ: 
II Corinthians 5:14-20. 


It is considered an honor to be an Ambassador 
for our country; to represent the United States in 
some foreign land. How much greater is the honor 
of the Christian, who is called upon to represent 


his KING here in this world. 


An ambassador should love his native land and 


price. 


We Invite Your Inquiry 
MANITOWOC CHURCH 


QUALITY CHURCH SEATING 


“GENUINE QUALITY in church pews embraces design, mate- 
ial, and workmanship. 


MANITOWOC SEATING represents the most perfect develop- 
ment in pew engineering because it meets all the requirements 
of the perfect pew—comfort, beauty, durability—for lasting 
satisfactory service. 


Manitowoc Church Furniture Company is equipped to supply 
you with church seating of GENUINE QUALITY at the right 


FURNITURE Co. — WAUKESHA, WIs. 
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always be loyal to it. “The love of Christ constrain- 
eth us. He died for us. Therefore we must not live 
unto ourselves but unto Him Who died for us and 
rose again. 


As ambassadors for Christ we have a most im- 
portant message to deliver; our ministry is a min- 
istry of reconciliation. We are to beseech men to 
be reconciled to God. God has made such recon- 
ciliation possible by making Him to be sin for us 
Who knew no sin; that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in Him. 


Do not fail to grasp the meaning of this mar- 
vellous passage of Scripture. Every Christian is 
such an ambassador, not just preachers and mis- 
sionaries. We live in a “Foreign Land” in a world 
full of sinful men who are in rebellion against God. 
We are to spread the glad tidings that God has 
made it possible for us to be forgiven and received 
back into the family of God. We are ambassadors 
with a message from the KING of KINGS, with 
authority to speak for Him. 


I’. Kind, Tender-hearted, Forgiving: 
Ephesians 4:32. 


Verse thirty-one gives us the dark background; 
Bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor,  evil-speaking, 
malice: the world is full of these. Part of our busi- 
ness in the world is to show the beauty of Christ in 
our lives. ‘These three words express that beauty. 
God, for Christ’s sake has forgiven us. These three 
graces are entirely foreign to the world’s thought 


and feeling. “To make them manifest is to present 
to the world a vivid and challenging contrast to 
an unkind, hard-hearted, unforgiving world. 


II. Love: Brotherly Love; Love to 
Strangers: Hebrews 13:1, 2. 


Christians belong to one big family. There is a 
tie that binds the family together; LOVE. We 
know that we have passed from death to life be- 
cause we love the brethren, says John. In times of 
trouble or danger those of close kin are usually 
drawn to each other. We live in a dangerous and 
troubled world. They say that “blood is thicker than 
water.” Blood-bought, blood-washed Christians 
must love one another. Is not the absence or scarcity 
of such love one of the “‘signs of our times’? The 
love of many shall wax cold in the Last Days. 


Our love should not stop with the family. “For- 
yet not to show love unto strangers.”’ (R. V.). He 
evidently has Abraham in mind as an example of 
entertaining strangers. (Gen. 18:3). This is hard 
to practice these days for the “stranger” may knock 


_ you on the head and steal your car. This happened 


just recently in our community. We are “shy of 
strangers.’’ The injunction of the writer still holds 
good, and we should try to practice it. 


III. Doers of the Word: 
James 1:22; 2:14-18. 


The world cannot see our Faith, but it can see 
our works. They are evidence of Faith. 


YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR OCTOBER 18 


REV. H. LAWRENCE LOVE, JR. 


“Christ Is Life!’ 


DEVOTIONAL 


Hymn: “O For A Thousand Tongues To Sing” 
Prayer 

Hymn: “Fill Thou My Lite, Lord” 

Offering 

Scripture: Philippians 3:1-14; I John 5:10-13 
Hymn: “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”’ 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 


As we approach our theme for this evening, we 
should take the shoes from off our feet, for we 
tread on holy ground. ‘There. is no more sacred 
theme in all of Scripture than that of the indwelling 
Christ, whose life we share because He tasted death 
for every man, and brought life and immortality to 
light through the gospel. Before we hear our first 
speaker, let us bow our heads and our hearts before 
God, and seek His guidance and understanding as 
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we meditate upon our theme. (Prayer). Now our 
first speaker. . 


First Speaker: 


“Christ is life!’ How wonderfully simple, yet 
how marvelously profound is this brief statement! 
In a world that is under the sentence of death; to 
men who are “appointed once to die,’ God has 
given a simple message of hope: “Christ is life!”’ 
John phrases it thus: “In Him was life; and the 
life was the light of men.’ Then again: “This is 
the record, that God has given to us eternal life, 
and this life is in his Son. He that hath the Son 
hath life.’’ 


Life is not to be found in the intricate patterns 
of thought as woven by the philosophers; nor does 
it emerge from the noble deeds as wrought by the 
strength and power of men. It is not the product 
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of thought or endeavor. It is the gift of God through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. “I am... the life.’’ This 


was our Lord’s simple pronouncement. 


To those who turned away from Him, He said: 
“Ye would not come to me that ye might have 
life ... As the Father hath life in Himself; so hath 
He given to the Son to have life in Himself.” If we 
would have life; life eternal, we must receive Jesus 
Christ into our hearts by faith, for Christ is life. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 


Thank you very much. Surely we should rejoice 
that God has made the way of life so plain; that 
to have Christ is to have life. Sometimes people get 
confused and are led to believe that salvation is a 
matter of rite and ritual, of good works and kind 
words, and that we must work our way to heaven. 
Now let us see what our second speaker has for us. 


Second Speaker: 


Our first speaker, in stating our theme, indicated 
his point of emphasis by saying, Christ is life. For 
our consideration now, let us say it like this: Christ 
is life. We want to stress the fact that now Christ 
is life. When we turn to the opening chapters of 
Genesis and read the creation story, we find that 
God ¢reated the heavens and the earth, and in the 
more detailed account as found in the American 
Standard Version, we read that “Jehovah God 
formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed 
into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became 
a living soul.”’ In the first chapter of John’s Gospel 
we discover that “Jehovah God” was indeed Christ, 
for we read that “‘all things were made by him and 
without him was not anything made that was made. 
In Him was life.” So Christ in the beginning gave 
life to the works of his hand. And still today, Christ 
alone can give life. He was life. He is life. As Paul 
expresses it in his letter to the Colossians: ‘. . . Your 
life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ, who 
is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear 
with him in glory.” As in the beginning He, by His 
Spirit, breathed life into the nostrils of clay, so 
now by His Spirit (who is indeed the very Breath 
of God), He breathes upon the souls of men dead 
in trespasses in sin, quickening, or making them 
alive; alive unto God. The life He imparts in His 
own life, even life eternal, so that now are we the 
sons of God, possessors of eternal life. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 


Thank you. The thought just presented reminds 
me of a prayer I heard one night in church, when 
a godly Christian man ended his petition by saying, 
‘And at last in heaven save us.” It just occurred 
to me that we aren’t saved “at last in heaven,” but 
that we now have eternal life. Jesus said, “Verily, 
verily, | say unto you, he that heareth my word, and 
believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting 
life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is 
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passed from death unto life.” Now our third speaker 
will present our closing thought. 


Third Speaker: 


Christ is life! Let’s consider our theme with the 
emphasis on the word /ife for a moment. Just what 
kind of life do we have in Christ? We have already 
been shown that it is eternal life, but that only tells 

us how long it lasts, not what it is. Paul sheds light 
on the subject when he says, “ .. . Christ liveth in 
me.” The Christian life is not an imitation of 
Christ, nor is it an imitation of other believers. It 
is the life of Christ within; or “Christ in you, the 
hope of glory.” If the Christian life is the life of 
Christ, then it should certainly be Christ-like. To 
say that we have received Christ into our hearts by 
faith; that we are partakers of the divine. nature, 
and then to live for the moment, conformed to the 
world, is to have our lives deny the profession our 
lips have made. Peter says: “‘“As He which hath 
called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of 
conversation; because it is written, Be ye holy; for 
I am holy.” The Christian life is a holy life, for it 
is a life lived out in the strength and power of Jesus 


‘Christ who lives within our hearts. ‘““The life I now 


live in the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of 
God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.” This 
was Paul’s understanding of the Christian life. “To 
live is Christ!” 


We are not only supposed to be ditterent, we are 
different, when we have been born again. “If any 
man be in Christ, he is a new creature!’’ We once 
walked according to the course of this world; but 
now we are to walk “in newness of life.”’ This new 
life within is the life of Jesus Christ, for Christ is 
life for all who receive Him by faith, and are born 
again of the Spirit of Christ. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 


‘Thank you very much. As we bring our program 
to a close, let us sincerely thank God for the gift of 
His love in the Lord Jesus Christ, even eternal 
life. How grateful we should be that He has called 
us out of darkness into light; that He has delivered 
us from the powers of darkness and translated us 
into the kingdom of His dear Son, and that in Him 
we are alive forever more. 


(Closing prayer of gratitude). 


THE CHRISTIAN FAITH ACCORDING 
TO THE SHORTER CATECHISM 
By William Childs Robinson, D.D. 


Booklet, 44 pages and cover, 25c per copy, $2.50 
per dozen, or $20.00 per 100 copies, postpaid. 
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Women’s Work 


The Tithing Emphasis 
October-November-December 1953 


The General Assembly has approved a tithing 
emphasis for October through December of this 
vear to undergird the work of the local church, 
presbytery, synod and General Assembly. It will 
be the desire of every woman of the church to en- 
list in this tithing program and in every way pos- 
sible encourage her family and others to share in 
this great Scriptural movement for financing the 
work of Christ’s Kingdom. 


Tithing leaflets have -been sent to all local pas- 
tors and are available to individuals from the office 


of The General Council; 324 Church Street, Deca- 


tur, Georgia. 


There is available from The General Council 
a film strip entitled ‘“The Story of Peter’ which 
has been produced by our General Council and 
would be convincingly helpful for showing in the 
local church. Your pastor will know of this and 
may give you directions as to the way to secure the 
film strip in case you wish to arrange for its show- 
ing at some women’s meeting or at the Sunday 
school hour. 


This tithing adventure will be an excellent prep- 
aration for our first fall Every-Member Canvass 
which will take place on November 8. To this, 
Women of the Church will want to give their 
heartiest support through prayer, service, and per- 
sonal participation. 


Christian Fellowship 


“A warm atmosphere of Christian fellowship 
gives life and vitality to the worship and service 
of a church. Without it, the best efforts to ‘enrich’ 
worship and to increase service activities will be 
empty and ineffectual. With it, worshippers can be 
brought close to God and workers made into effec- 
tive witnesses for Christ even though an adequate 
building and equipment are lacking and organiza- 
tional efficiency is noticeably absent. The very first 
thing a church should do when a new member is 
received is to bring that member into the warm 
center of its fellowship. If it does not do this, the 
member may remain on the fringes of the congrega- 
tion and in due time be lost out the ‘back door’ of 
the church. 


‘The power of Christian fellowship enables the 
Church and the individual members thereof to face 
a hostile and sinful world and apply to it in an 
effective way the saving power of the Gospel. It is 
well to remember that the Apostles had been taught 
and trained by Jesus Himself, yet they remained in- 
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active and- powerless after Jesus’ departure until 
they were welded into a Christian fellowship by the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit. From that time on, 
they were invincible. Individually every one of 
them was expendable, but collectively as a fellow- 
ship in the church they were triumphant. 


‘There is no way of totaling or reporting an in- 
crease of Christian fellowship in a church at the 
end of a fiscal year. I wish there were. I wish that 
numbers added and money raised might cease to be 
the standards by which the effectiveness of a church 
is judged, and that churches could be encouraged 
and urged to give their best efforts to the increase 
of Christian fellowship among their members. In 
the warm atmosphere of Christian fellowship, prob- 
lems both ecclesiastical and personal have a way of 
disappearing, effectiveness in worship and service 
grows in leaps and bounds, and there comes to the 
members of the fellowship joy unspeakable and full 
of glory.” 


—From “You and the Holy Spirit,” 
Stuart R. Oglesby. 


About F amily Altars 


Let’s continue to remember our need for FAMILY 
ALTARS. Let me suggest this order of work: 


1. Pray for family altars in the homes of your 
church. 


2. See that there is one in your home. 


a ou om vour minister's wife whether 
3. Find out fr t 


there is one in her home. 


+. Talk with your president of the Women of 
the Church about family altars. Give your testi- 
mony as to what it means in your home, and how 
it may be conducted. If she does not have one, ask 
her to pray about it and to take steps to begin one 
in her home. (Qh, ask God to give you the words 
as you speak). 


5. Now you are ready to take further steps to- 
ward encouraging family prayers in the homes of 
vour circle chairmen. After praying God to guide 
and give you the words as you talk, speak to your 
circle chairmen personally. Give your testimony. Ask 
each one (if she is not having family prayers) to 
try it, for added blessing in her home. Your minis- 
ters wife and your president of the women will 
join you in prayer for family altars in the homes of 
your circle chairmen. (By the way, that’s a prayer 
group). Also ask those two to speak a word per- 
sonally to the circle chairmen, giving their testi- 
mony. 


This can’t be done overnight. It may take week: 
or months. And there must be much prayer. But 
don’t you see that if we have those leaders having 
family altars, then— 


6. One day you can ask the circle chairman to 
give some word of encouragement in the circle meet- 
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ings and to her individual circle members as she 
sees them from time to time, asking them to under- 
take this thing for the glory of God. 


In the meantime perhaps you will be led to speak 
of family altars in your executive board meeting. 
Perhaps you and the president can then speak in- 
dividually to the various officers about it. 


Let’s make this our special emphasis month after 
month, praying, and quietly speaking to one and 
another about it only as the Spirit directs. Don’t 
hurry; but don’t be lazy or afraid. 


The real work of the chairman of spiritual growth 
can’t be hurried. 


—(Mrs. R. T.) Martha N. Baker, 
Davidson, N. C. 


FIRST PETER 


Bible Mastery Reading 
October is Bible Mastery Month. During this 


month thousands of Christians in many denomina- 
tions will be reading repeatedly each day of this 
month the First Epistle of Peter. This fellowship 
in the reading of God’s Word has become increas- 
ingly meaningful to those who have followed the 
reading plan from year to year. It is recommended 
especially to those Christians who have no regular 
plan for daily Bible reading, and who would know 
the power of the Word. As a selected portion of 
the Scripture comes to rest day by day upon the 
heart, it is absorbed even as ink by a blotter. 


First Peter, with its message of counsel and com- 
fort, of strength and faith for those in distress and 
trials of any kind, will speak to the heart of every 
reader. It is in truth an epistle of hope. Even in 
the darkest hour it will focus the heart upon the 
light of the future that is radiant in the assurance 
of that glory which is in Christ Jesus. 


In this year in which the women of our Church 
are studying the Gospel by Mark, this epistle is 
most appropriate for our attention. It is believed by 
many that Mark got his information for the Gospel 
from Peter—that in reality he was as the penman 
for Peter—writing what he had heard Peter preach. 
The action in the life of Peter and the action we 
sense in the book of Mark are easily associated. It 
would seem that Mark reflects in his writing what 
he has caught from the man Peter. Through ac- 
quaintance with the Epistle of Peter we shall the 
more appreciate the message and style of the Gos- 
pel by Mark which presents Jesus Christ the faith- 
tul, tireless, powerful Servant of God. 


The First Epistle of Peter is filled with exhor- 
tations to Christian living, and lays special empha- 
‘is upon Faith and Hope and Love, together with 
other graces that should oo to the followers of 
Christ. 
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A simple bookmark to guide the reading, suggest- 
ing emphases to follow through in the Epistle, and 
with space for recording your record of readings 
during the month are available from the Board of 
Women’s Work, Henry Grady Building, Atlanta, 
Ga. The price is 50c per 100 in quantity, single 
copy 3c. The guide contains suggestions for prayer 
for the Church Extension season. It will be helpful ¢ 
in the observance of this special month the reading 
of the Word and the outreach of the Gospel to yet 
others in our own Southland. 


Detour 


Have you heard of Gossiptown on the shore of 
Falsehood Bay, where old Dame Rumor with rust- 
ling gown is going the livelong day? 


It isn’t far to Gossiptown for people who want 
to go; the Idleness train will take you down in just 
an hour or so. The Thoughtless road is a popular 
route, and most people start that way; but its steep 
down grade, if you don’ t look out, will land® you in 


Falsehood Bay. 


You glide through the valley of Vicious Folk, 
into the tunnel of Hate, and after crossing the Add- 
to-Bridge, you walk right to the city gate. The 
principal street is called ‘““They-Say,” and “I’ve 
Heard”’ is the public well, and the breezes that blow 
from Falsehood Bay are laden with ‘Don’t-You- 


Tell.” 
In the midst of the town is Tell-Tale Park. 


You’re never quite safe while there, for its owner 
is Madam Suspicious Remark who lives on the 
street Don’t Care. Just back of the park is Slander’s: 
Row, and there it was Good Name died, pierced by 
a dart from Jealousy’s bow in the hands of Envious 


Pride. 


From Gossiptown, peace long since has fled, but 
Trouble and Grief and Woe and Sorrow you'll 


meet instead, if ever you chance to go. 


"Tis a dangerous road that leads down there, and 
beyond is the hill of regret you must finally climb 
to free yourself, and gain your selfrespect. ‘Though 
tears be spilled as you ascend, though forgiveness 
may be won; alas! you never quite can mend the 
damage you have done. —From “Now.” 


Babe Ruth’s Tribute 


“T knew an old minister once. His hair was 
white; his face shone. I have written my name on 
thousands of baseballs in my life. The old minister 
wrote his name on just a few simple hearts. How I 
envy him. Because he was not trying to please his 
own immortal soul, fame never came to him. I am 
listed as a famous home- runner; yet, beside that 
obscure minister, who was so good and wise, I never 
got to first base.”’—The Sunday School Times. 
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Church News 


Columbia Seminary 


Fifty-four new students were admitted to Colum- 
bia Theological Seminary in the class which was 
welcomed at the opening exercises of the Decatur 
institution held on Tuesday evening, September 15. 
Sixteen other new students were received either as 
additions to the upper classes or for graduate work, 
bringing the present enrollment. for the Fall Quar- 
ter to a total of 190 students. The opening address 
of the new school year was delivered by Dr. Thomas 
H. MecDill, Jr., who is beginning his resident work 
as Professor of Pastoral Theology and Pastoral 
Counseling with this quarter. Rev. Hubert V. Tay- 
lor is also assuming his duties as full professor of 
Public Speaking and Hymnology with this session 
and Dr. James H. Gailey has entered upon his 
work as Associate Professor in Old ‘Testament 
Language and Literature. Owing to a recent ill- 
ness, Dr. Frank C. Brown will be unable to teach 
during the Fall Quarter but hopes to return to his 
place on the seminary campus at the opening of the 
Winter Term. Dr. E. D. Kerr, who was elected 
Professor Emeritus at the last meeting of the 
Board of Directors, has consented to assist in the 
Old Testament and New Testament Departments 
during the coming school year in the light of the 
heavy enrollment and of the fact that Dr. S. A. 
Cartledge is on leave of absence for a year’s study 
in Europe. 


Dallas (Tex.) Negro Work 
The Rev. W. Duke Richardson, Texas Negro 


minister, recently went to Dallas to help establish 
the first Negro Presbyterian Church in Dallas and 
the third Negro Presbyterian Church in Texas. 

The Rev. Mr. Richardson is a graduate of 
Prairie View Normal College and _ received his 
theological degree from the Reformed Seminary at 
Holland, Mich. He established the First Reformed 
Church in St. Anne, III. 


Dallas Presbytery Committee on Church Ex- 
tension is sponsoring the establishment of the new 
church and will direct its building. The Commit- 
tee has already purchased property in South Dallas 
and construction will begin soon. 


New members met for the first time, Sunday, 


Sept. 20, at a temporary building on the church 
site. The congregation was organized and plans for 
the construction were begun at this meeting. 


“I hereby give and bequeath to the Board 
of Directors of the Southern Presbyterian 
Journal Company (incorporated under the laws 
of the State of North Carolina) $____. 
for the use and benefit of said company.” 
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**Revised Version Or 


Revised Bible?” 


By Oswald T. Allis. Presbyterian & Reformed 
Publishing Company. 1953, 60 pages. 


This study of the 1952 RSV Old ‘Testament 


comes as a companion to Dr. Allis’ Revision or New 


Translation which examined the 1946 RSV New — 


Testament. Dr. Allis regrets the controversy over 
the Bible, but finds it caused by the tremendous 
pressure being used to push the RSV, by its modern 
speech usage which is counter to the conception of 
a revision, and by its modernistic treatment of the 
text. “It makes many changes in the text of the 
Bible, either on the authority of the ancient ver- 
sions or simply on the basis of conjectures. And its 
marginal notes are at times inaccurate, inadequate 
and misleading, and they tend quite definitely to 
undermine confidence in the authority and trust- 
worthiness of the Bible.’”’ After a careful marshal- 
ling of the evidence Allis concludes that the RSV 
is not a faithful rendering of the original. 


This evidence can only be sketched. With refer- 
ence to the footnotes, “OR...” is used loosely 
and misleadingly, e. g. Psalm 73:1. “Heb.” in the 
footnotes serves to inform the reader that the RSV 
has at that point not followed the Hebrew, e. g. 
Psalm 51.8. “Hebrew Obscure” this is not always 
true, e. g. Psalm 37:35b. “Heb lacks,’ Gen. 21:9, 
yet here the Hebrew is more probably correct than 
the RSV_ rendering — makes better sense. “Cn: 
Heb...” This means that the RSV thinks that 
the text is corrupt and have made a “correction” 
which is indeed only their conjectural emendation, 
e. g. 2 Sam. 1:21—but the Hebrew here makes ex- 
cellent sense, better than the RSV translation based 
on changes in the text, use of an Arabic root, and 
a forced mythological interpretation. Psalm 2:11f 
is pure conjecture as is shown by the fact that Dr. 
G. R. Driver has likewise used conjecture and come 
up with an entirely different translation. Some of 
the footnotes make the Hebrew absurd, e. g. Psalm 
60:4; 74:11; Jer. 25:38b. More serious still is 
where the RSV leaves the Hebrew text without any 
footnote indicating that it has done so, e. g. Num. 
22:5; Ruth 3:15; Psalm 108:1f cf Ps. 57:7£—the 
former is forced to conform to the latter where the 
Hebrew differs, and translated differently where 
the originals agree! The RSV has translated the 
Old and the New Testament so as to place the two 
in conflict where the text does not, e. g. Gen. 12:3. 


The theological bias of the RSV is shown in the 
translation of Psalm 45:6 as “your divine throne” 
which conflicts with the obvious sense of the He- 
brew and with the rendering of the Greek as well 
as with the New Testament usage of this verse. 
Dr. Allis properly holds that ‘almah in Isaiah 7:14 
ought to be rendered virgin as the Hebrew word 
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can properly be used of virgin as Gen. 24:43 and 
Ex. 2:8 show, and that the context in Isaiah re- 
quired a supernatural sign, a miracle. The view that 
the RSV was influenced by its translators’ presuppo- 
sitions against the acceptance of the virgin birth is 
supported by the insertion in their Introduction 
(p. 30) of the Jewish calumny that the early Chris- 
tian substituted ‘virgin’ for ‘the young woman’ in 
the LX X; (2) by the insertion in the 1952 RSV 
of the admittedly erroneous footnote under Matt. 
1:16 which asserts that Joseph was the father of 
Jesus; and (3) by their loose and inaccurate trans- 
lation of Luke 1:34 which serve to suggest that 
Mary was only an unwed mother—not a virgin 
mother. 


Allis also protests the usage of Thou and Thee 
for God, as over against the general use of you for 
our Lord Jesus. In AN OPEN LETTER CONCERNING 
THE REVISED STANDARD VERSION, page 12, the 
National Council defends the RSV _ rendering of 
Matt. 16:16 by insisting that the essential phrase 
“the Son of the living God” clearly affirms his 
Deity. Yes, the predicate of the confession affirms 
the Deity, but why not have the subject conform 
to the predicate? Why use a pronoun for man, ‘you,’ 
when the affirmation concerning him is that he is 


God? Why not say: 


“Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living 
God: ”’ 


According to the main thrust of Dr. Allis’ able 


discussion, the RSV translation is in many places 
not an accurate rendering of the original text. To 
a greater or less extent, this criticism is shared by 
other conservative Old Testament scholars, a vener- 
able Dutch Reformed teacher whose treatment was 
recently read, a Richmond professor who, in defend- 
ing the RSV, nevertheless laments its use of para- 
phrase rather than exactStxanslation, the Southern 
Baptist member of the RSV Committee who says 
that he objected each time he was present to the 
loose treatment of the Hebrew text. In the light 
of such testimonies those who use the RSV for their 
pulpit ministrations ought to check its renderings 
with the Hebrew and Greek texts. God has prom- 
ised that His Word shall not return unto Him 
void, but He has not promised to honor conjectures 
put forward by learned scholars under the caption 
“corrections.”’ Here as elsewhere, ‘“humanizing ex- 
periments on a Divine revelation are apt to be path- 


ological.” —W.C.R. 


“Opening Doors Of Faith” 


By Mildred Speakes Edwards. Warner Press, 
Anderson, Ind. Price $1.00. 


This volume contains guidance for-the Christian 
home and children from one to five. This book con- 
tains stories, songs, poems and Scripture verses that 
have been selected for use in story and worship times 
at home. They are planned to help a little child 
vuild right concepts of God. Each chapter inspires 
children to turn trustingly to God. 


OCTOBER 7.1953 


by DOING 


\ 
- 


6 OUTLINE PICTURE SETS 


Large-size outline pictures to be colored by 
preschool or primary-age child. Scripture 
reference and rhymes included. Bound in 
book form, 48 pages, 84% x 11”, but per- 
forated for class use. Ideal gifts, too. 
Order by number: 

No. 2129 Kindergarten Outline Pictures. .65c¢ 


No. 2128 Bible Birds and Animals...... 65c¢ 
No. 2125 Bible Friends of Old Testament. .65c 


Each 64-page book 
packed with 26 hand- 
work scenes to be 
made by children 6 to 
15. Photos of actual 
constructed scencs. Use ecasily obtainable 
materials. Most scenes 3-dimensional; all 
made different ways; patterns actual size 
or in scale. Big book, 8% x 11”, 64 pages. 


No. 2156 Scenes of the Life of Christ. .$1.10 
No. 2157 Paper Craft for Christmas.... 1.10 


At your Bookstore, or 


The Standard Publishing Co. 


20 E. Central Parkway Cincinnati 10, Ohio 


“The Indescribable Christ” 


By Charles J. Rolls. Zondervan Publishing House 
Grand Rapids, Michigan. Price $2.50.. 


This volume consists of meditations on eighty- 
four of Christ’s most conspicuous titles, names, and 


offices. Ministers desiring a fresh line of thought 


for prayer meeting studies will find this volume 
most stimulating and suggestive. Every discourse 
truly magnifies the Lord of Glory. 
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Creation” 


By Theodore Handrich. Moody Press, 820 N. 
La Salle Street, Chicago 10, Illinois. Price $3.95. 


The author believes that Christian young people 
need not bog down in unbelief when they come to 
the study of the earth. He states that if God wrote 
the Bible, then it will show the truth about His 
work. The author writes especially for young Chris- 
tians who quail before the doubts aroused by many 
modern writers on the subject of science. This vol- 
ume will shed light on many of the difficulties faced 
by thinking people of our day. 


“Training Your Child For Christ” 


By Edith M. Gunderson. Moody Press, Chicago, 
Ill. Price $ .60. 


This book is written by a mother who has brought 
up five children of her own. These pages represent 
an eftort to give helpful suggestions to those in 
charge of young lives who have a vision of training 
them not simply for this life but also for the endless 
ages yet to come. 


“A Christian Looks At Liquor” 


By Bernard Brunsting. Van Kampen Press, 


Wheaton, Illinois. Price $ .50. 


This book has been written to arouse Christian 
citizens to the spiritual and civic menace of the 
liquor traffic. The author believes that the Ameri- 
can country, the American home, the American 
schools and the American churches are being deceiv- 
ed by this very powerful foe. He considers it a 
tragedy that this serious situation has failed to stir 
a great many Christian citizens to crusade against 
this subtle enemy. This book ought to be widely 
distributed, especially among young people. 


“The Prayer The Lord 
Did Not Pray” 


By J. Vernon McGee. 
Wheaton, II]. Price $1.50. 

While warning Christians against the familiarity 
that makes what we call “The Lord’s Prayer” 
ritualistic or even common, he reminds the reader 
that it is God’s Word and should be used reverently 
by the heart that feels his deep need as expressed 
in these words which He spoke in answer to the 
disciples’ request, ““Teach us to pray.”’ The author 
writes: ‘““The only excuse for a book on this sub- 
ject is to lay upon the heart of God’s people the 
urgency for knocking on God’s door and the neces- 
sity for asking and the importunity for seeking.”’ 


Van Kampen Press, 


The final chapter is a message which Dr. McGee 
gave in the Church of The Open Door. It is called, 
“When Paul Prayed.”’ It is added as an addendum 
to the theme of this book. It constitutes a postscript 
to the subject. 
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“Joy And Victory” 


By Robert C. McQuilken. Moody Press, 820 
North La Salle Street, Chicago, Ill. Price $ .35. 


This little book contains some of the finest writ- 
ings of the late president of Columbia Bible Col- 
lege. Dr. McQuilken excelled in explaining as well 
as living the victorious life. He shows that the 
Christian life is a miracle life differing from the 
natural human life as distinctly as human life is 
on a different plane from the life of a dog or a 
parrot. Dr. McQuilken states that, “Christian ex- 
perience—Christian living—is supernatural and pro- 
duced by God.” He shows that any Christian can 
live such a life in the twentieth century in America. 


“Reference Passage Bible— 
New Testament” 


Published by Moody Press. 820 North LaSalle 
Street, Chicago 10, Ill. Price $6.95. 


The Reference Passage Bible contains all of the . 


New Testament but instead of having marginal 
references in a center column, the marginal refer- 
ences are all written out in full on the same page 
where the text appears. 


The general purpose of this volume is to let 


Scripture be its own interpreter. There is a strong | 


advantage in having Scriptures along one line of 
thought grouped together under the eye and hand, 
so as to make deductions by comparison or associa- 
tion so that logical conclusions can be drawn with 
the assurance that they are Scriptural. 


The Authorized Text and Marginal Notes are 
used throughout; that is, the King James Version. 
The reference texts and the reference passages are 
those found in the Bible in common use with thou- 
sands more drawn from Browne, Blayney, Scott, 
Corbin, and others. The principle governing the 
collations is that of direct relevancy to the thought 
of the text indicated. The work is without note or 
comment. 


The use of this Bible is a tremendous help to the 
minister in sermon preparation and to the Sunday 
School Teacher. By this method the young learn to 
handle the Bible with Scripture being its own self- 
commentator. J 


“Dogmatic Theology” 


Vol. 2 and Vol. 3. By Wm. G. T. Shedd. Price 
per volume, $4.95. 


Anthropology, Christology, Soteriology, and 
Eschatology are all treated in Volume II of Dr. 
Shedd’s great work on the Reformed Faith. Under 
the general topic of Anthropology such questions 
are discussed as man’s creation, man’s primitive 
state, the human will, man’s probation and apos- 
tasy, and original sin. In the section which treats 
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the subject of Christology, our Lord’s Deity and 
sinlessness are dealt with. Christ’s mediatorial of- 
tices are stressed in the department of Soteriology. 
The division of Eschatology follows the line of 
thought in the Westminster Confession of Faith. 


Dr. Shedd insists that at all times Christ is the 
only way of salvation. He affirms, “‘Faith in the 
Mediator was the unmeritorious but indispensable 
condition of salvation before the advent as well as 
after it. Abraham believed God and it was counted 
to him for righteousness.’ “These all died in faith.’ 
Enoch ‘pleased God’ by his faith. The Old Testa- 
ment is not contrary to the New: for both in the 
Old and the New Testament everlasting life is 
offered mankind by Christ who is the only Mediator 
between God and man. The fathers under the Old 
Testament had the same hope of the inheritance 
which we have at the present day because they were 
partakers of the same adoption . . .” 


The Old Testament believer had both the peni- 


‘tent consciousness of sin and the remission of sin. 


The account of the religious experience of Abraham, 
Moses, David, and Isaiah discloses a contrite spirit 
before the absolute holiness of God. The Old Testa- 
ment saint cast himself upon the Divine mercy. 
Through divine mercy he expected of the promise 
‘seed of the woman’ the Messiah: and through an 
atonement typified by the Levitical sacrifices, the 
forgiveness of sin was both promised and received 
under the old dispensation.”’ 


The author manifests a profound respect for 
Christ’s infallibility. He remarks ‘“‘The great char- 
acteristic of Christ as a prophet is His consciousness 
of infallibility . Merely ‘human prophets like 
Isaiah are abashed in the presence of Deity when 
receiving communications from Him. Christ never 
shows the least trace of such a feeling. ‘No man 
knows the Father but the Son and no one knows 
the Son but the Father.’ This implies co-equality 
with the Father in the knowledge of the mystery 
of the Trinity. Christ speaks out of the fulness of 
His own immediate intuition. He never says, “The 
Word of the Lord came unto me.’ From the om- 
niscience of His own Divine nature He-draws all 
His teachings as a prophet. ‘In Him dwelleth all 
the fulness of the Godhead bodily.’ He is the source 
to others of prophetical knowledge.” This note is 
needed in the church today. There are many who 
give lip service to the infallibility of Christ and 


vet fail to accept everything that he says as final 


and ultimate truth. 


The late Dr. Charles R. Hemphill once told his 
students ‘““Before you preach a sermon on the death 
of Christ, you should read carefully what Shedd 
has to say on the Vicarious Atonement.” This was 
excellent advice. Shedd could save many a person 
trom adopting wrong views of the death of Christ. 
for example, on page 416, he writes, “Analogies 
drawn for the family do not apply to civil govern- 
ment and still less to the Divine government where 
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guilt and retribution are the subjects under con- 
sideration. Guilt and retribution are not res domi: 
they are not family affairs. The family was not 
established for the purpose of punishing criminals 
but of educating children. Because a human father 
may forgive a child, that is, may forego the in- 
fliction 'of suffering for an offense without any 
satisfaction being rendered for him by a substitute 
and without any reference to the claims of law, it 
does not follow that the state can do this or that 
the Supreme Ruler can. Within the sphere of family 


life there is nothing judicial and retributive. There 


is, therefore, no analogy between the two spheres. 
A parent is at liberty in case he judges but in a 
particular instance the child will be morally the 
better for so doing to forego chastisement alto- 
gether. He can pass by the transgression without 
inflicting any pain at all upon the child but the 
magistrate has no right to do this in the instance 
of crime against the state. He must cause each and 
every transgression to receive the penalty prescribed 
by the statute.” 


Shedd is always logical in his presentation of 
Christian truth. We cite this as an illustration, 
“The tenet of limited redemption rests upon the 
tenet of election and the tenet of election rests upon 
the tenet of the sinner’s bondage and _ inability. 
Soteriology here runs back to Theology and Theol- 
ogy runs back to Anthropology. Everything in the 
series finally recurs to the state in condition in 
fallen man.” 


One of the most powerful chapters is devoted to 
the subject, “Hell.” Although he gives only three 
passages to the subject of “Heaven,” he devotes 
eighty-seven pages to the subject of “Hell.” The 
reason for this is that few professing Christians 
would deny the reality of heaven but there is a 
growing number who refuse to accept the Biblical 
doctrine of hell. 


Dr. Shedd holds that the doctrine of hell is a 
part of the ecumenical faith. He asserts, “The com- 
mon opinion in the Ancient church was that the 
Future Punishment of the impenitent wicked is 
endless. That was the Catholic faith; as much so as 
belief in the Trinity . . . The Medieval Church was 
virtually a unit in holding the doctrine of Endless 
Punishment. The Reformation churches, both 
Lutheran and Calvinistic adopted the historical and 
Catholic opinion. Since the Reformation, Universal- 
ism and Restorationism and Annihilation have been 
asserted by some sects and many individuals but 
these tenets have never been adopted by those ec- 
clesiastical denominations which hold in their in- 
tegrity the cardinal doctrines of the Trinity and 
Incarnation, the Apostasy and Redemption, al- 
though they have exerted some influence within 
these denominations . . . The denial of endless pun- 
ishment is usually associated with the denial of 
those tenets which are logically and closely con- 
nected with it: such as original sin, vicarious atone- 
ment and regeneration.” 
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The third Volume of this work is really a Supple- 
mentary Volume. It elaborates more carefully some 
of the difficult points touched in the preceding vol- 
umes. [his volume contains an amount of carefully 
selected citations from works in the Ancient, Medi- 
eval and Reformation periods and also from the 
English and Continental divines of the sixteenth 
and seventeenth centuries that are not easily acces- 
sible to most clergymen and students. 


Returning to the subject of ““Bibliology”’ the au- 
thor holds that plenary inspiration is the Ecumenical 
view and is opposed to partial inspiration. It means 
that all divisions of Scripture—history, chronology, 
geography, and physics as well as doctrine—were 
composed under the infallible guidance of the Holy 
Spirit. The inspiration is full (plenus). Partial in- 
spiration limits the operation of the Holy Spirit 
to the doctrinal part of the Bible, leaving the other 
parts to the possibility of error. He holds to the 
viewpoint of the elder theologians like “Turrettin 
and Quenstedt who taught both plenary and verbal 
inspiration. He says that those who adopt the dy- 
namical theory of language should logically hold 


both. 


Dr. Shedd quotes with approval Augustine’s 
teaching as to the inerrancy of Scripture. He quotes 
Augustine as follows, “It seems to me that most 
disastrous consequences must follow upon our be- 
lieving that anything false is found in the sacred 
books; that is to say, the men by whom the Scrip- 
tures have been given to us and committed to writ- 
mg have put down in these books anything false. 
It is one question whether it may be at any time the 
duty of the good man to deceive; but it is another 
question whether it can have been the duty of the 
writer of Holy Scripture to deceive—nay, it is no 
question at all, for if you once admit into such a 
high sanctuary of authority, one false statement as 
officially made, there will not be left a single sen- 
tence of those books which, if appearing to anyone 
difhcult in practice or hard to believe, may not by 
the same fatal rule be explained away as a statement 
in which intentionally and under sense of duty the 
author declared what was not true... I learn to 
vield such absolute respect and honor only to the 
canonical books of the Scriptures; for these alone 
do I most firmly believe that the authors were com- 
pletely free from error and if in these writings I 
am perplexed by anything which appears to me op- 
posed to truth, | do not hesitate to suppose that 
either the manuscript is faulty or the translator has 
not caught the meaning of what was said or I myself 
have failed to understand it.” | 


Dr. Shedd has strong words for men who under- 
mine faith in the credibility of the Scriptures. He 
states, ““The schools of infidel and rationalistic criti- 
cism destroy all saving faith in Christendom be- 
cause they destroy all historical faith. In making 
men unbelieving or doubtful respecting the genuine- 
ness and historical credibility of the several books 
of Scripture, they preclude that inward agency of 
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the Holy Spirit by which regeneration and saving 
faith are produced because this is never asserted in 
the mind of the skeptic as such. As a matter of fact, 


vital religion invariably dies out under such in- 


Huence as that of Strauss, Kuenen, Wellhausen, 
and their followers. Materialism and Atheism pre- 
vail extensively in those countries where the species 
of ‘Biblical Criticism’ occupies the professor’s chair 
and pulpit.” 

It is amazing how a work written nearly sixty 
vears ago could be so relevant to our own day. Dr. 
Shedd has presented in these volumes the Reformed 
Faith with tremendous clarity and freshness. All 
who are interested in the Reformed Faith in one ot 
its finest expressions should read Shedd’s “Dogmatic 
Theology.” 

—John R. Richardson. 


“Christian Stewardship 


And Church Finance” 
By H. W. Ellis. Zondervan Publishing Company, 
Grand Rapids, Mich. Prace $2.00. 


In writing this book, Dr. Ellis is firmly convinced 
that “‘more adequate financial support is indispens- 
able to the greatest usefulness of the churches.”’ He 
says that “the success in church finance is to be fully 
realized only when there shall come into the hearts 
of God’s people an abiding conviction that giving 
is a priceless privilege, a sacred obligation and an 
act of acceptable worship.’ The author has made a 
special effort to give the greatest prominence not 
to a recitation of facts and figures but to the more 
important spiritual truths underlying these tacts 
and figures. 


“Genesis” 
By Joseph Parker. Moody Press, Chicago, IIli- 


nois. Price $3.00. 


This Genesis volume in the People’s Bible is one 
of the outstanding products from the pen of the 
most distinguished pastor that ever served the City 
Temple in London. Parker’s genius and_ special 
originality are found in this commentary on_ the 


first book of the Bible. 


“Principles Of Personality Building 


For Christian Parents” 
By C. B. Eavey. Zondervan. Price $3.75. 


Dr. C. B. Eavery is a widely known authority in 
the fields of Christian education and psychology. He 
gives practical and helpful counsel here on the sub- 
ject of child rearing. This is an outstanding contri- 
bution in a needy field—splendidly prepared and 
ideally suited for classroom use. It is written in a 
highly-readable, textbook style, with helpful com- 
prehensive discussion questions following each chap- 
ter. ‘This book is designed to meet every problem 
with a workable and practical solution. No Chris- 
tian parent or parent-to-be should be without it. 
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you 


care 


students like these? 


They can make or mar our world. They can keep or lose our freedom. 


Does it matter to you, all you who pass by, whether they find and 
follow Christ, their Saviour, during their college years? 


If you care enough to want to help them make the most of this college 
year and the years ahead, get in touch with one of the following: 


Senior Colleges President Lecation 
Agnes Scott Wallace M. Alston Decatur, Ga 
Arkansas Paul M. McCain Batesville, Ark. 
Austin W. B. Guerrant Sherman, Tex. 
Belhaven G. T. Gillespie Jackson, Miss. 
Centre Walter A. Groves Danville, Ky. 
Davis and Elkins R. B. Purdum Elkins, W. Va. 
Flora Macdonald Marshall Woodson Red Springs, N. C. 
Hampden-Sydney Edgar G. Gammon Hampden-Sydney, Va. 
King R. T. L. Liston Bristol, Tenn. 
Mary Baldwin Frank B. Lewis Staunton, Va. 
Montreat J. R. McGregor Montreat, N. C. 
Presbyterian Marshall W. Brown Clinton, 8S. C. 

Southwestern Peyton N. Rhodes Memphis, Tenn. 
Stillman Sam Burney Hay Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
Westminster William W. Hall Fulton, Mo. 
Junior Colleges 
Junior ‘Robert G. Landolt J ,_ Ky. 
Lees-McRae Fletcher Nel Banner Elk, N. C. 
Mitchel] John Montgomery tesville, N. C. 
Peace William C. Pressly 


Presbyterian Junior 


Louis C. LaMotte 


Schreiner Institute 


Andrew Edington 


Theological Seminaries 
Austin Theological 


David L. Stitt 


Austin, Tex. 


Columbia Theological 


J. McDowell Richards 


D 


Louisville Theological 


Frank H. Caldwell 


, Ga 
Louisville, Ky. 
Ri ana d, Va. 


Union Theologica 


Benjamin R. Lacy, Jr 


H. Wade DuBose 


Richmond, Va. 


Assembly’s Training School 


P. O. Box 1176 
| | 


PRESBYTERIAN EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF THE SOUTH 


Hunter B. Blakely ... Secretary 


Richmond 39, Va. 
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